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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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substitute words used for vulgar language all the time and when they slip through the censorship radar to be used in day to day language, we tend to somehow accept them as ok. If we are not careful they work themselves into our speech and we use them to our own detriment. 


     This is not something new; it has been going on forever and is the reason scripture addresses it so direct. I can remember, on more than one occasion, as a youngster my mother setting me down to purge from my vocabulary slang words picked up at school or in my trappings about. I learned quickly that words like “dang” and “darn” and “golly” and “jeeze” and “gosh” were all slang substitutes for words that most would not use in the normal sense and they would not be tolerated by my mother. It is not hard, with a little imagination, to decipher the truth behind the words being using. Add to the list current slang like “freaking” (the one I hate the most) and you have a recipe for blasphemy toward God. Although it comes from the tongue, its root is in the heart.


      Consider James’ words,” out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth the fountain send forth from the same opening sweet (water) and bitter? Can a fig tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs? Neither (can) salt water yield sweet” 


(Js. 3:10-12).  Lest we profane God let us say; Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock, and my redeemer. (Ps19:14)                 


                                     Joe Phillips
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    “IF YOU SAY you believe like you should, then why do you behave like you shouldn’t?”  is the penetrating question asked by James as he makes a case for practical Christianity.  The religion of Christ is no mere exercise in theory but is to be a way of life.  “Live the truths you know!” is the challenge he offers to any who would walk with God.  “Behave like you believe!”  (By the way, any who would argue against the Bible’s relevance to our times obviously hasn’t read this letter.  Read through his piercing observations and see if you don’t feel the sting of rebuke.  You may even find yourself saying, “Ouch! How did he know?”)


    Perhaps no better illustration of our writer’s theme can be found than in 1:19-27.  The section begins with an observation of personal truth: “so then, my beloved brethren, let everyone . . .”  This isn’t some generic  recipe of holy suggestions.  These are God-given directives.  And they aren’t for everyone else…they are for me.  James then lists six specifics for Christian behavior.


They are:


1.  Open your ears.  “. . . be quick to hear.”  It is entirely possible to have good hearing but be hard of listening; i.e., we hear words but never allow them to connect with our heart.  Satan seeks to dull our hearing while God looks for the fertile soil of the receptive heart.


2. Control your tongue.  “. . . be slow to speak.”  Do you know that we learn more from listening than we do from talking?  (Now there’s an “Ouch!”)  


Perhaps we would be able to hear God more clearly if we would silence our tongues more often.





    In verses 23-25, James gives an illustration of the previous principles by contrasting the “forgetful hearer” and “effectual doer.” The former looks in the spiritual mirror of Scripture and as soon as he leaves, he forgets.  His life remains unchanged.  However, the “effectual doer” applies what he has heard and is the recipient of heaven’s blessings.





The writer concludes with an application and a warning:  “If anyone thinks himself to be religious…” Certainly we all do.  But are we?  James said if we do not control our tongue; if we refuse to meet the needs of the helpless; and if we fail to remain distinct from the world—then our religion is without worth.  How do you measure up?





And may I say one more thing about verse 27?  Sure, some brethren have perverted the passage and soothed their consciences by defining “visit” as mere token contributions to a benevolent institution, but sometimes we’re not any better.  My friend, New Testament Christianity is a “hands on” religion.  Jesus expects us to love the unfortunate and respond to the needy with the same level of enthusiasm as He did.  Our Master didn’t give token responses.  He gave real love.  He was the God of the towel who defined by demonstration the true meaning of “pure and undefiled religion.”  Which leaves us with the question of James:  Will you be a “forgetful hearer” or an “effectual doer”?  “Go thou and do the same . . .”


____________________________





Thy word is very pure; therefore thy servant loveth it. 


	    (Ps 119:140)


			





Practicing Pure Religion


James 1:19-27


By Wilson Adams








David said, “My soul waits in silence for God” (Psalm 62:1).  Does yours?


 3. Calm your spirit.  “. . . be slow to anger.”  It is impossible to hear God in a state of agitation because anger blocks the path of truth to the heart.  That’s why Jesus taught the necessity of reconciliation as a prerequisite for worship (Matthew 5:23-24).  Truly, one of the marks of Christian maturity is the ability to control anger.  


4. Clean up your heart.  “Put aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness . . .”  God demands that we take periodic inventory and clean out any residue left over from our former way of life.  First, we are to remove “filthiness” (a word originally describing the wax buildup in the ear).  In that sense, filthiness (or sin) deadens our ability to hear God’s truth.  Second, we are to clean out any remains of “wickedness.”  This is more than a surface sweep of the obvious.  God intends that we get below the water-line and engage in a hard look at the motives and attitudes that are often hidden within the heart.


5. Watch your attitude.  “. . . in humility receive the word implanted.”  Like a wild horse brought under control, so it is that God searches for the tamed and teachable spirit.


6. Maintain your balance.  “ . . . prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers.”  Romans 10:2 describes religious activists who operate without information.


   Revelation 3:15-16 describes the informed who do nothing.  God accepts neither.  He looks for those who will “hear” and then put your faith to work.








Respecting the Name of God (II)





Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. (Ex 20:7)





     From this commandment as well as a number of other commands about the misuse or profane use of Gods name, it is said that the Jews for fear of violating this command, refrained from the use of God’s name altogether. I believe this “better safe than sorry” approach would serve well today considering the flagrant way many profane God’s name in trying to express themselves. 


     In Brother Henry’s “word point” from last week, he identified the basics misuse of God’s name as swearing, profanity and cursing and pointed out what they express about the heart of the one doing so and I commend his thoughts to you. I would, however, like to consider this matter a bit farther.


     I will tell you now it is not easy to write about such things because it is necessary to use the terms to discuss the matter and I hate writing it, so I beg you’re indulgence. 


     Not long ago I was watching a hunting show that involved a young woman taking her first deer with a bow. After her shot the animal ran off requiring a bit of tracking and upon finding it she began to express her excitement with “Oh, My God!”. Within the next 20 or 30 seconds she said this 7 or 8 times, oblivious to the profanity she was uttering.  Since that time I have seem and heard the expression stated simply as “OMG!” Can anyone think that the initialism is any less offensive to God? Maybe so, because we see 
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack Joyce Green,  


Grant Hicks’ Uncle; Wes Guyton and the 


Guyton family. Wes’ mother passed away last


week. 


All of our expecting mothers:  Anna Tramell; 


Stephanie Adams. Alex Bowman 


Thank God for prayers answered. 


_______________________________________


Our Bible Forum 


Begins Tomorrow Night 7:30 PM


Your presence will encourage others





________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Lloyd Jackson        


 Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


   Asst. 1-----Joey Jackson 


   Asst. 2-----Sam Adams 


   Asst. 3-----Preston Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Carlos Pineda


2nd Prayer---Chantz Adams


Read Scripture---Ken Gay 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---Don Gilbert 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Collins Boakye


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


2ed Prayer---Roger Pink


Read Scripture---Sam Adams Jr.


Sermon---Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Grant Hicks


Announcements—Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---Zachary Rogers


Wednesday PM Services





Bible Forum





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














